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Welcome to Church of the Savior — Lutheran:

We are a community of believers, seekers, and doubters. We affirm all of God’s people just
as they are. We are a welcoming and inclusive community that does not require you to
change in any way to worship with us.

We strive to make love grow both in our congregational life and in our nursery school. We
recognize all the love we have is given to us from the Holy Spirit, we are but reflections of
God’s love. One of the ways we make love grow is by being accepting and existing the way
Jesus taught us; living in harmony together no matter one’s race, nationality, or

gender. We strive to create and ensure the safest and most loving environment for
everyone. We look forward to growing in faith with you.

With Regard to Holy Communion:

We celebrate Holy Communion nearly every week at Church of the Savior. Holy Commun-
ion is a sacred meal in which Christ comes to us in bread and wine. “This is my body given
for you... This is my blood shed for you.” We believe those words to be true. Christ is truly
present in Holy Communion. When we receive the bread and wine of this meal, we receive
his body and blood “in, with, and under the forms” of the consecrated bread and wine.

All of God’s beautiful children are welcome to our Lord’s table — it’s our Lord’s table, after
all, and all are invited. Let’s be clear — it is not “my” table, or “our” table or a “Lutheran”
table. Itis our Lord’s table, and he sends out the invitations — to everyone under the sun.
This includes you to come forward just as are.

For the bread we provide two types of host, with gluten and without. If you would like
gluten free let Pastor Paul know when you come forward. We offer both red wine and
white grape juice.

To the Parents of Children:

Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house.

All are welcome! Sit toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is
going on. Little one’s tire of seeing the back of others’ heads.

Explain the parts of the service and actions of the pastor, ushers, choir, and the people who
make worship happen. Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn
liturgical behavior by copying you.

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to, but please come back. As Jesus
said, “Let the children come to me.”

The way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond to The
Church, to God and to one another. Let them know, and let us show them, that they are at
home in their house of worship. The presence of your child is a gift to Church of the Savior.
We are blessed to welcome and worship with our children. We know that is took a lot of
work to get to this pew today; you are doing a really good job!



PRELUDE: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,”+ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is
light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will
give you rest.”

In the name of God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s
love. Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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GREETING

Pastor: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
People: And also with you.



THE KYRIE
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THE GLORIA
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13

% For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they
have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread
to the eater,

150 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

2 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before
you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

3 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the
myrtle, and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut
off.

Lector: Word of God, Word of Life
People: Thanks Be to God

PSALM: Psalm 65:9-13
? You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is
full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
®You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
" 'You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.
12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy.
3 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with
grain; let them shout for joy and sing.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11

! Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. > For the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. * For God
has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, * so that the just
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but ac-
cording to the Spirit. > For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. ® To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. ’ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit
to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

? But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. *° But if Christ is in
you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ' If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Lector: Word of God, Word of Life
People: Thanks Be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

People: Glory to you, O Lord.

! That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. > Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on
the beach. > And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to
sow. * And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. >
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and
since they had no root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”

'8 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. ° When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart;
this is what was sown on the path. *° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, > yet such a person has no root
but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the
word, that person immediately falls away. 2> As for what was sown among thorns, this is the
one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word,
and it yields nothing. > But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in an-
other sixty, and in another thirty.”

People: Praise to you, O Christ.




HOMILY: Pastor Paul

HYMN OF THE DAY: We Plow the Fields and Scatter
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CONFESSION OF FAITH - APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the
dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: Response: Hear our prayer.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
SPECIAL MUSIC: Adult Choir: A Sower Sowed Some Seed

OFFERING
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ALL: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you
and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR THE SEASON

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places....we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
....proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:

People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
At conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer ....
People: Amen
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grant us  your peace, grant us  your peace.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

COMMUNION BLESSING
Pastor: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His
Grace! Amen.
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a song of grate-ful love, hope and faith our hearts ex - press-ing:
de - light shone in your eye— all your works werefilled with won - der.
and we, too, will re- joice to pro-claim the sav - ing sto - ry.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, - one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.



RECESSIONAL HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing
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, o Now
in Peace
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SERVING TODAY
DATE LECTOR WORSHIP ASST. USHER
July 12 Sally Leara Laurie Feingold Rick Henly
July 19 Susan Conrad Maggie Harrer Antoinette Walder
July 26 Vicki Coyle Rick Henly John Leara
FLOWERS

July 12 For: Thank God for Beautiful Summer Days

From: Marge Duffy
July 19 For: Ed Moderacki’s Birthday

From: The Moderacki Family
July 26 For: in Celebration of Callie’s Birthday

From: Antoinette Walder

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 19 Congregational Meeting
July 20 Council Meeting: 7pm, Room 5
MAILING LIST EI [=]
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