ﬁf{ Church of the Savior

LUTHERAN

March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday in Lent

FIFTH SUNDAY

LENT

Presider: The Reverend Paul A. Miller

Phone: 201-261-0420

Email: church@cosparamus.org

Website: www.churchofthesavior-lutheran.org

AP : x z
#= =% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
‘\-1 ?po God's work. Our hands.






Welcome to Church of the Savior — Lutheran:

We are a community of believers, seekers, and doubters. We affirm all of God’s people just
as they are. We are a welcoming and inclusive community that does not require you to
change in any way to worship with us.

We strive to make love grow both in our congregational life and in our nursery school. We
recognize all the love we have is given to us from the Holy Spirit, we are but reflections of
God’s love. One of the ways we make love grow is by being accepting and existing the way
Jesus taught us; living in harmony together no matter one’s race, nationality, or

gender. We strive to create and ensure the safest and most loving environment for
everyone. We look forward to growing in faith with you.

With Regard to Holy Communion:

We celebrate Holy Communion nearly every week at Church of the Savior. Holy Commun-
ion is a sacred meal in which Christ comes to us in bread and wine. “This is my body given
for you... This is my blood shed for you.” We believe those words to be true. Christ is truly
present in Holy Communion. When we receive the bread and wine of this meal, we receive
his body and blood “in, with, and under the forms” of the consecrated bread and wine.

All of God’s beautiful children are welcome to our Lord’s table — it’s our Lord’s table, after
all, and all are invited. Let’s be clear — it is not “my” table, or “our” table or a “Lutheran”
table. Itis our Lord’s table, and he sends out the invitations — to everyone under the sun.
This includes you to come forward just as are.

For the bread we provide two types of host, with gluten and without. If you would like
gluten free let Pastor Paul know when you come forward. We offer both red wine and
white grape juice.

To the Parents of Children:

Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house.

All are welcome! Sit toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is
going on. Little one’s tire of seeing the back of others’ heads.

Explain the parts of the service and actions of the pastor, ushers, choir, and the people who
make worship happen. Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn
liturgical behavior by copying you.

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to, but please come back. As Jesus
said, “Let the children come to me.”

The way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond to The
Church, to God and to one another. Let them know, and let us show them, that they are at
home in their house of worship. The presence of your child is a gift to Church of the Savior.
We are blessed to welcome and worship with our children. We know that is took a lot of
work to get to this pew today; you are doing a really good job!



PRELUDE: The Day He Wore My Crown

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious
God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ
offers: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in
the world:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come
forth to life: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God,
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of *+ Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours
God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
2 My gra- cious Mas -ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the tri-umphs of  his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.
GREETING

Pastor: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
People: And also with you.

THE KYRIE
Cm Eb/G Fm G Eb Gm
e et
) s ° - i
Lord, have  mer - cy u - pon us. Christ, have mer - cy u -
| Ab Eb Gm Bb D G
# /. i
AN i — s 2 = .F p— ©
U I
pon us. Lord, have mer - cy u - pon us.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you
in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

' The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LoRD and
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. ’He led me all around them;
there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. * He said to me, “Mortal,
can these bones live?” | answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” * Then he said to me, “Prophesy
to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. > Thus says the
Lord GOD to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ® I will lay
sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath
in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that | am the LORD.”

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded, and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. ®| looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was
no breath in them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say
to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.” *° | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

" Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” *> Therefore prophesy
and say to them: Thus says the Lord GoD: | am going to open your graves and bring you up
from your graves, O my people, and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. > And you shall
know that | am the LORD when | open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my
people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own
soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

Lector: Word of God, Word of Life
People: Thanks Be to God
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PSALM: Psalm 130
' Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
>0 LoRD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
?If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand?
* Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.
> | wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope.
® My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
® For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

®To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’
For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

° But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. *° But if Christ is in
you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ** If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Lector: Word of God, Word of Life
People: Thanks Be to God
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Let your stead - fast love come to us O Lord. Save us as you
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prom - ised, we will  trust your word.

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
' Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. *
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her
brother Lazarus was ill. > So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is
ill.” * But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death:; rather, it is for
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” > Accordingly, though Jesus
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ° after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed
two days longer in the place where he was.

" Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ® The disciples said to
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” °
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do



not stumble because they see the light of this world. *° But those who walk at night stumble
because the light is not in them.” ™ After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.” > The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” ** Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. ** Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is
dead. > For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
® Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die
with him.”

7 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. *® Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, * and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 2 When Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. ** Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died. ** But even now | know that God will give
you whatever you ask of him.” » Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” ** Martha said
to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” *> Jesus said to her, “I
am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, %6 and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” >’ She said to him,
“Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

8 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately,
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” °* And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. ** Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where
Martha had met him. ** The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb
to weep there. *> When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said
to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her
weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and

deeply moved.

** He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” % Jesus began

to weep. %50 the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 3" But some of them said, “Could not he
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

3 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. %9 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” %0 Jesus said to her, “Did |
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” ** So they took away the
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. **| knew
that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that
they may believe that you sent me.” * When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!” ** The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did
believed in him.

People: Praise to you, O Christ.



HOMILY: Pastor Paul
HYMN OF THE DAY: What Wondrous Love is This
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1 What won-drous love 1is this, O my soul, O my soul! What

2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to

4 And when from death I'm free, I’ll sing on, TIll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love 1is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when I was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who 1s the great I ~ AM, while mil-lions join the theme, I will
I'll sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid  a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

CONFESSION OF FAITH - APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the
dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: Response: Your mercy is great.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
SPECIAL MUSIC: Bill Vollinger: |1 Stood at Calvary

OFFERING

Please mail your offering to: u ?';..;1 a
Church of the Savior 1= ‘ ?I
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We give Thee but Thine own, what-e'er the gift may be; All
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that we have is Thine a-lone, a trust, oh Lord, from Thee. A - men.
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ALL: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You
send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these
gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear
witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR THE SEASON
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places....we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow-er and might,
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Ho-san - na! Ho-san - na! Ho-san-na in the high-est!
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
....proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
At conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer ....
People: Amen
C C/E Bb/F C Am Em C7 F2 F
|
1 1 1 1
e
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world;have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the world; grant us  peace.




THE LORD’S PRAYER

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN: Open Our Eyes Lord

Words and Music by
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eyes, Lord, we want to see Je 5uS.

COMMUNION BLESSING

Pastor: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His

Grace! Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us
to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ,

who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, * bless you now and
always. Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.



RECESSIONAL HYMN: All for Jesus

3. Soarow Simpson All For Jesus Sir John Stainer
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2.All for Je-sus - You will give us Strength to serve You  hour by hour
{ 3.All for Je-sus - at Your al - You will give us  sweet con-tent.
4.All for Je-sus - You have loved us All for Je-sus - You havedied.
5.All for Je-sus, all for Je - sus, This Your Chur-ch's  song must be;
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For we have no hope, no Sav - ior If we have not hope in Thee.
None can move us from Your pre-sence While we trust your love and power.
< There dear Lord we will re - ceive You In the sol-emn sac - ra - ment.
All  for Je-sus - You are with wus, All for Je - sus - cru- ci - fied.
Til at last we all are gath -ered One in love and one in Thee.
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, o Now
in Peace
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SERVING TODAY
DATE LECTOR WORSHIP ASST. USHER
Mar 22 Vicki Coyle Brenda Heydt John Leara
Mar 23 Wendy McFarland Laurie Feingold Ed Moderacki
Palm Sunday
Apr 2 Christophe Moderacki Susan Conrad Ed Moderacki
Maundy Thurs
Apr 3 _ Antoinette Walder
Good Friday
Apr 4 . Dave Johnsrud Laurie Feingold Rick Henly
Easter Vigil
Apr 5 Sally Leara Vicki Coyle Ed Moderacki
Easter Sunday
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Mar 24 Lenten Service: 7pm
Mar 28 Easter Egg Hunt at: 9:30am & 11am
Mar 29 Palm Sunday
Aprl Lenten Service: 7pm
Apr 2 Maundy Thursday: 7pm Worship

Prayer Vigil: 8pm-12am
Apr 3 Stations of the Cross: 12pm

Prayer Vigil: 2am-6pm

Good Friday: Tenebrae Service: 7pm Worship

Church & School Office Closed
Apr 4 Men’s Breakfast

Easter Vigil: 7pm
Apr 5 Easter Sunday

MAILING LIST EI =l

Not on our mailing list? Subscribe to it via this QR Code. :
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