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Welcome to Church of the Savior — Lutheran:

We are a community of believers, seekers, and doubters. We affirm all of God’s people just
as they are. We are a welcoming and inclusive community that does not require you to
change in any way to worship with us.

We strive to make love grow both in our congregational life and in our nursery school. We
recognize all the love we have is given to us from the Holy Spirit, we are but reflections of
God’s love. One of the ways we make love grow is by being accepting and existing the way
Jesus taught us; living in harmony together no matter one’s race, nationality, or

gender. We strive to create and ensure the safest and most loving environment for
everyone. We look forward to growing in faith with you.

With Regard to Holy Communion:

We celebrate Holy Communion nearly every week at Church of the Savior. Holy Commun-
ion is a sacred meal in which Christ comes to us in bread and wine. “This is my body given
for you... This is my blood shed for you.” We believe those words to be true. Christ is truly
present in Holy Communion. When we receive the bread and wine of this meal, we receive
his body and blood “in, with, and under the forms” of the consecrated bread and wine.

All of God’s beautiful children are welcome to our Lord’s table — it’s our Lord’s table, after
all, and all are invited. Let’s be clear — it is not “my” table, or “our” table or a “Lutheran”
table. Itis our Lord’s table, and he sends out the invitations — to everyone under the sun.
This includes you to come forward just as are.

For the bread we provide two types of host, with gluten and without. If you would like
gluten free let Pastor Paul know when you come forward. We offer both red wine and
white grape juice.

To the Parents of Children:

Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house.

All are welcome! Sit toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear what is
going on. Little one’s tire of seeing the back of others’ heads.

Explain the parts of the service and actions of the pastor, ushers, choir, and the people who
make worship happen. Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn
liturgical behavior by copying you.

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to, but please come back. As Jesus
said, “Let the children come to me.”

The way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond to The
Church, to God and to one another. Let them know, and let us show them, that they are at
home in their house of worship. The presence of your child is a gift to Church of the Savior.
We are blessed to welcome and worship with our children. We know that is took a lot of
work to get to this pew today; you are doing a really good job!



PRELUDE: Let Us Unite to Celebrate God's Coming to Humankind

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming there is no room
when we have plenty. We have made power and wealth our idols, while you show us
true glory: a baby in a manger. We have overlooked the shepherds, expecting good news
in prettier packaging. Too often, we have valued violence instead of your peace. Turn us
from our ways to your ways. Grant us the grace to begin again. Free us from all that
keeps us bound, and forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.
Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice! You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, +F forgiven
in Christ, and freed to respond in joy. Amen.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN: The First Noel
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Pastor: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy

Spirit be with you.
People: And also with you.



THE KYRIE
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THE GLORIA
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your
grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14

"Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of
the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of
Israel.”

®See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the
farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those
in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here.

° With weeping they shall come, and with consolations | will lead them back, | will let them
walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for | have become
a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

19 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He
who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”

" For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for
him.

2 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the
goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock
and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish
again.

> Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall
be merry. | will turn their mourning into joy, | will comfort them, and give them gladness for
SOrrow.

| will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my
bounty,

says the LORD.

Lector: Word of God, Word of Life
People: Thanks Be to God



PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20
12 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion,
> who has strengthened the bars of your gates and has
blessed your children within you.
' God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
> God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very swiftly.
'® God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes.
7 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God’s cold?
8 The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and the waters flow.
'® God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel.

®The LoRD has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God'’s judgments. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, * just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. > He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, ® to
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. ” In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace ® that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ° he has made known
to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, °as a
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth. ™ In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to
the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, ** so that
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In
him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; ** this is the pledge
of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

Lector: Word of God, Word of Life
People: Thanks Be to God



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:[1-9] 10-18
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

[* In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. *He
was in the beginning with God. > All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. > The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ' He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. ® He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. ° The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world.]

% He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. ' He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. * But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
3 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

* And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. *> (John testified to him and cried out, “This
was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.””) *® From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. -’ The law indeed was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ¥ No one has ever seen
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

People: Praise to you, O Christ.



HYMN OF THE DAY: It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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HOMILY: Pastor Paul

CONFESSION OF FAITH - APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the
dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: Response: Receive our prayer.
SHARING OF THE PEACE:

SPECIAL MUSIC: Choir: Carol of the Bells

OFFERING

o P
Please mail your offering to: E [r. gﬂ
Church of the Savior '-TCM e

643 Forest Avenue - Paramus, NJ 07652 OR Use the Ay *-t"u‘l-
. . . a8 - 1

QR code on right for your offertory giving. :# _'r.:l. =
S dat e

- rJ




n C Am Em Bb/F Dm
— e e
D SR T -
Let the vine - yards be fruit- ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our
N G C Em Am
* } | ﬁl I | II ll | d
Sy 4 =" — o —*
cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har- vest from the
n Bb Dm G Dm F/G G C
A ——— B I — — .
& s —= T
seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
n Em Am Em Amaj D G Amaj
e —— P —
WILJ I K
& @ == ) @ 3 o
Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the
N D Am D G Am Em
| | | |
— : s ' —
J = ! ="
prayers we of - fer now Grace our ta - ble with your
f Bb/F Dm G C Em F C/G Bm Emaj
* ! | — | | N
r—s e e e !
o —g ¢ &
pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
/'\_//

ALL: God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which you
take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these gifts, received
from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from
day to day. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

PREFACE FOR THE SEASON
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places....we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
....proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:

People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
At conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer ....
People: Amen

N
THE LORD’S PRAYER

N é A Em G D A Em

A — — K e m— i — <

(o) I N — — T - - ! —

5 o > P m— ]
Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the world; have

9 C G A Em G D

R — | -ha'f,_a_iﬁ P e s e

Y . - br"L o 5 & o
mer -Cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the

9 k A Em C G A Em G D

y 4V (7] \ | [ ] | I (7] | ]

l“? r N — — JI — e o
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the

9 F#sus F#m Esus E G . D A

T ) I i

G ey =

\j’ ~—= ‘5 ©
world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION




COMMUNION HYMN: What Feast of Love
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?

What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this is Christ the Kking, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!

Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

COMMUNION BLESSING

Pastor: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His
Grace! Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by this
goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share the good
news of great joy. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

The God of love, Father, =+ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine your path,
and increase your joy, today and always. Amen.



RECESSIONAL HYMN: Let Us Unite to Celebrate God's Coming to Humankind

Cuban Folksong
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God de - signed.
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world has wait -ed long. Now the an-gels have sung their song. So
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let us u-nite to cel - e-brate God's com-ing to hu - man - kind!
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.

, o Now
in Peace



SERVING TODAY

DATE LECTOR WORSHIP ASST. USHER

Jan5  Susan Conrad Maggie Harrer Ed Moderacki

Jan 12 Dave Johnsrud Laurie Feingold Rick Henly

Jan 19 Maggie Harrer Rick Henly Antoinette Walder
FLOWERS

Jan5 For: Rick Henly’s Birthday
From: Maggie Harrer

Jan12  For: Bea Wing’s Birthday
From: Moderacki Family

Jan19  For: Love for the Conrad Grandchildren
From: Susan Conrad

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jan5 Sunday School
Jan 19 Sunday School
Congregational Meeting
Jan 20 Martin Luther King Day—Church & School Closed
Jan 21 Council Meeting: 6pm

Jan 27-31 Theme Week and Art Show
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